
AN EXCERPT FROM

GOMARD’S THE THEORY OF FENCING

Chapter 8

THE LINES

The line is the space on each side of  the blade and in which are executed 
the engagements, the thrusts and the bottes, the attacks on the blade, the 
feints, and the parries. 

The two principal lines are those that occupy the right side and the left 
side of  the blade.  We call the line on the right side the outside, and the 
line on the left side the inside.1

Each of  these two lines is cut by two other lines that occupy the space 
above and below the blade.  We call these the high and the low.

The outside and inside lines are cut by the high and low lines, and the 
high and low lines are also reciprocally cut by the outside and inside lines.  
We call the four spaces created by each of  these four lines the outside 
high, the inside high, the outside low, and the inside low.

The lines are established by the reciprocal joining of  the steel.  For 
each fencer, the adverse blade is the sole and true limit of  the lines.

Each of  these lines is a horizontal or vertical line, according to the 
position that it occupies relative to the lines that neighbor it.  It is a 
horizontal line when it is found to the right or left; it is a vertical line when 
it is found above or below.  For example, the inside-high line is a horizontal 
line relative to the outside high, but, on the contrary, it is a vertical line 
relative to the inside-low line.  The outside-low line is a horizontal line 
relative to the inside-low line, and is a vertical line relative to the outside-
high line. 

1 Here, Gomard conventionally describes the lines only from the perspective of a right-
handed fencer.  Accordingly, a left-handed fencer’s outside line would be to his left, and 
his inside line would be to his right. —Transl.
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An awareness of  the line is indispensible to understanding all of  
fencing’s movements.  The line is the principal distinguishing sign of  the 
engagement, the thrust and the botte, and the parry.   The line has no 
imaginary border drawn on the body, as many authors have claimed.  It 
follows the adverse steel in all its movements and is only bound by where 
the adverse steel stops.

It is not necessary that the blades be touching in order to indicate the 
lines.  It is solely necessary that the blades’ points be roughly the same 
height and at a distance which does not exceed the furthest limit of  the 
body, in such a way that the blades, by being connected in a straight line 
and without deviating the point, can cross. 
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